THE THIRD PARTITION
tion in the plunder. "When the rime of partition
actually arrived, Prussia was not in so strong a position
as her king had fondly hoped when he formulated these
demands; but he certainly held possession of Cracow
and the Palatinate of Sandomir, the territory most desired
by Austria. Unfortunately for him, Catherine had
already independently come to terms with Austria, and
nothing that he could do would turn her from them.
On soth October she intimated to Tauenzein that
Cracow and Sandomir must be given up to Austria;
while she herself would be content with the territory
north of the Vistuk and the Bug. Thus Piussia would
receive Warsaw and the territory south of the Vistula.
Frederick William insisted on retaining Cracow, how-
ever, and a conference was accordingly arranged at St.
Petersburg to discuss the matter. There Tauenzein found
himself in a minority. Ostennaim, the Russian Chan-
cellor, and Coblenz, the Austrian Ambassador, made
common cause against him. He protested that Prussia
would never give up possession of Cracow, and that the
only alternative to a withdrawal of the Austrian demand
was to leave Poland in statu quo. Then there was talk
between the other two of a treaty from which Prussia
might be excluded altogether if she did not choose to
subscribe to it. When the conference ended, without
the semblance of an agreement, Catherine carried out
her threat of a separate agreement with Austria. On
January 3, 1795, a treaty was signed between the two
Powers relating to Poland, and another dealing with
their future relations. The preamble to the Polish
treaty declared " that Poland having been entirely sub-
jected and conquered by the arms of the Empress of
, Russia, she has determined to arrange with her Allies
for a complete partition of that State, which has shown
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